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Running in the family? 

Malcolm Stewart may argue that it is all in the genes but 
the younger sibling of James has been gathering attention 
and momentum by his own merit for a little while now. 

The speed is getting there but then also is the propensity 
for the spectacular...as shown last week in St Louis 

Photo by Steve Cox 

















Edging it... 

This is the kind of sight MotoGP fans have been 
hungering for since the 990cc era in 2006 and 
maybe since the mid-1990s and the golden age 
of rear tyre shredding. Ben Spies tries to balance 
the 2012 Yamaha Ml lOOOcc power-to-grip ratio 
in the second Sepang test. 

Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 
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All go for Euro show... 

2011 MX1 runner-up Steven Frossard has earned two 
victories from two appearances in the ‘12 Italian Cham 
pionship in what can only be described as a powerful 
display in the first of several warm-up races to the first 
Grand Prix of the season on Easter weekend 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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THE NEW 


Perfect start for Ryan Dungey in the AMA Supercross & 

450 Motocross class on the new KTM 450 SX-F Factory Edition. 


First podium: AMA Supercross, Round 1! 
First win: AMA Supercross, Round 2! 
"Ready to Race"! 












READY TO RACE 


»www.ktm.com 
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AMA-SX 


GOING 


RYANS 


By Steve Matthes, photos by Steve Cox 


ST LOUIS 

EDWARD JONES DOME • MARCH 3rd ■ Rnd 9 


Supercross winner: Ryan Villopoto, Kawasaki 
SX Lites East Coast winner: Justin Barcia, Honda 
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T he St Louis Supercross saw the series 
move past the halfway mark and things 
are now getting down and dirty. 

With the injuries to Chad Reed and Trey 
Canard and the guy wearing the jersey with 
‘Stewart’ seeming a little like an impostor, 
we’re getting a two horse race going. 

Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto and 
Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey are separating 
themselves a bit and it looks like only Stew¬ 
art may be able to get in between them. In St 
Louis, Stewart was definitely fast but was un¬ 
able to get off the line and he spent the night 
battling from the back. His little tip-over didn’t 
help either. It’s funny to say this but Stewart’s 
got some moral victories the last two races 
but at this point, amazingly enough, moral 
victories are all he has right now. 

Up front Villopoto moved past holeshot 
winner and early leader JGR Yamaha’s Davi 
Millsaps and immediately checked out and 
his lead was as big as seven seconds at one 
point. Dungey didn’t gate as well and despite 
battling a bit of a shoulder injury from a 
practice crash this week, he made some nice 
moves to get by Honda’s Justin Brayton and 
Millsaps and it looked like he was going to 
cruise home with a second. 





Watch RV interview 




Stewart claimed he was beginning to 
sound like a ‘broken record' as yet 
another good start eluded him 


But then a funny thing happened. Dungey 
started eating away at the gap and with a cou¬ 
ple laps left, got it down to under three sec¬ 
onds. The finish was way closer than RV fans 
would have been comfortable with. Afterwards, 
Villopoto commented that the track was break¬ 
ing down - it was down to the concrete in some 
places - and he was taking it easy. As he told 
me when I mentioned that it was probably a 


little too close for him “Matthes, they don’t give 
you extra points for more seconds won by.” 


And he’s right but in the mental game that the 
riders play Dungey’s got to be feeling good 
about his ride. He hunted Villopoto down from 
way back and that’s a good thing. He’s going 
into this weekend knowing that he’s a start 
away from being faster than Villopoto. And if 





that’s not true, it doesn’t matter, I guarantee 
you it’s what HE believes and in this world, be¬ 
lief is everything. 

Brayton went down hard in San Diego and he 
himself thought that he was done for a long 
time. Luckily he got off with only a fracture in 
the non-weight bearing bone in his leg and I 
say luckily because it’s allowed him to race 


but not practice during the week. Even with¬ 
out that, he’s been pretty good and this past 
week before St Louis, he finally got out on the 
bike twice for the first time since the accident. 
And being able to practice looks like it paid 
off (imagine that?) with Brayton’s first podium 
of the year. Justin rode strong and although 
Dungey gapped him a bit, he stayed pretty 
close. 













Barcia again and the Honda rider 
is placing himself in pole position 
for a second title. He has now 
won three in a row at St Louis 


In the 250 series, it’s all Barcia, all the time. 
The GEICO Honda rider won his third race in 
a row in another dominant display that solidi¬ 
fied his hold on the East Coast. The tussle that 
we’ve been waiting for was taking shape when 
KTM’s Ken Roczen gated with Barcia, some¬ 
thing he’s been unable to do at the first two 
rounds and it looked like we were going to see 


some action. But Barcia simply pulled away 
slowly and surely. Although Roczen afterwards 
said he had a cold, there was no doubt that 
Barcia was the better performer on the day. It 
looks like Kenny Rocz is going to need another 
year to get that SX title that so many predict¬ 
ed for him. Rockstar Suzuki’s Blake Wharton 
got third and that’s good for the former St 










Watch Lites highlights 

VIDEO 




Roczen was given a vivid 
reminder of the job ahead 
but a second podium hinted 
at potential 


Louis winner, he’s been a pleasant surprise 
this year. So we’re onto Daytona this coming 
week, a different track and as twice as long as 
a regular supercross. 

Although it has become much more ‘super¬ 
cross’ in the last few years, Daytona is still 
a real challenge for the riders and their bike 


set-up. In 11 Stewart was gone, checked-out 
before going down hard and Villopoto won 
with a great ride. The points are still close 
right now and I have a feeling that like so 
many other season, we’ll have a clearer idea 
of what’s going down the rest of this series on 
Saturday night. 









Watch SX class highlights 


VIDEO 
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AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 







































QZEEZE9 BLOG 


REGULATING THE 

By Steve Matthes 

T here are a lot of things that I like about the 
GPs as opposed to the racing we have over 
here. I think that if you mix and match them up, 
take the best that each side of the pond offers 
you’d have the ultimate mega-super-series! 

But that’s not going to happen but I’ll tell you one 
thing that no racing organization on either side 
wants and that’s inconsistency in the rules and 
regulations. The AMA over here has been mystify¬ 
ing people since I started on the circuit in 1996 
and they have done it for years before I came 
around. Come to think of it, that should be their 
slogan: “Mystifying people since 1924!” because 
they just don’t seem to get it. Up until the be¬ 
ginning of 2010, we had the AMA making and 
enforcing the rules in the 250 class and the FIM 
doing the same for the 450s. Thank god they’ve 
finally merged the powers of John Gallagher (the 
representative for the FIM) and he now overlooks 
both classes on any given night in the AMA Su¬ 
percross series. 

Recently they’ve been under some fire for fines 
and penalties that infuriated people and confus¬ 
ing the hell out of the riders and teams. Last week 
in Dallas Lites riders Malcolm Stewart and Justin 
Bogle got ‘into it’ in the main event when Stewart, 
in a dirty move, cut under Bogle and made a bee¬ 
line for the outside of the next turn. Stewart had 
no intention of exiting the turn, he just wanted to 
cut Bogle off. Bogle got up and predictably, wasn’t 
happy. So much so that he went over and slapped 
Stewart on the back of the helmet. 

After the race both riders were fined $500.00 and 
told not to do that again. And I’m totally fine with 
Bogle getting dinged in the wallet. You simply 
cannot lay your hand on another rider no matter 


REGULATORS... 



how justified it was in many people’s eyes. What 
Stewart did was dirty and undeserved but he didn’t 
retaliate against Bogle’s slap. He just picked up 
his bike and got back into the race. The reason I 
feel that Stewart’s fine was unwarranted because 
all anyone has to do is watch any 250 race during 
the course of the weekend and you’ll see the same 
dumb move further back in the pack. 


This past weekend - in a move that even the rider 
himself admitted afterwards he was lucky to not 
have been penalized for - Ryan Villopoto jumped 
a triple when the red flashing lights indicating a 
downed ride were active. Villopoto claimed he 
didn’t see them and he was in the heat of the bat¬ 
tle with leader Ryan Dungey, so maybe he didn’t. 
Either way, the precedent was there to dock a rider 
a position or even some seconds. Instead, nothing 
was done to RV as the AMA ruled that he didn’t 
have enough time to react to the lights despite 
video evidence to the contrary. Even if docked five 
seconds (which has happened in the past), his 
second place is still intact as third place James 
Stewart was further back (Stewart incidentally was 
forced to roll the triple but Dungey was not). 

In both the Villopoto and the Stewart cases, there 
was precedent there to do something (or nothing 
in the case of Stewart) and the AMA hesitated. 

And down the road we’ll see someone get fined, 
suspended, docked seconds-whatever and we’ll 
all wonder once again why we just can’t get set in 
stone rulings for certain infractions. 

The ‘reign of terror’ imposed by the AMA’s Steve 
Whitlock when he ruled over here was maybe the 
darkest days for the AMA and although it’s gotten 
much better since he was replaced, we've still got 
a long way to go. 



NE1WS 



WINDHAM HITS DOUBLE TON 


G EICO Honda’s Kevin Windham completed 
his 200th main event in Atlanta and that’s 
quite a milestone for the vet. KW’s got 19 main 
event wins to go along with that total and 
there are a couple of questions that remain out 
there: 

Can he overhaul the all-time record of 228 set 
by his current team manager Mike Larocco? 

Well, it’s going to be close but barring injury, 
he should do it sometime at the beginning of 
2014, which is the year that Kevin’s already 
gone-on-record as saying will be his last. But 
the trick is he’s got to avoid the medical room 
and the silky smooth Windham should be able 
to do that. However in this risky sport The 
Rock’s record just may stay intact. 

Can he add to the 19 wins? 

This one is a little trickier because the field is 
getting faster and younger. It’s not math that 


works in Kevin’s favor, that’s for sure. Wind¬ 
ham has not won in over a year, although if 
you counted moral victories most would give 
him Houston in ‘11 when the favorites crashed 
in the first turn and Windham was gone and 
checked out. Alas, he crashed and his win at 
the same location but in 2010 is his last as of 
right-now. Here’s the thing, as we saw in Las 
Vegas last year, if the stars align in the form 
of a start, some fortune with the heavy hitters, 
there’s no doubt Windham can win again. 

And if he does make it happen, look for the 
roof to explode. 

Here are the top five in career main events: 

1. Mike Larocco 228 

2. Kevin Windham 200 

3. Larry Ward 187 

4. Jeremy McGrath 173 

5. Jeff Ward 160 





THANKFUL FOR FILL-INS 


T here was a time in American motocross - and 
it wasn’t too long ago - that if a factory rider 
was injured his bike remained stationary. And 
if the entire team rider-roster was on the side¬ 
lines, the truck stayed home and the crew was a 
no-show. Thankfully, this isn’t the case anymore 
as the proliferation of outside sponsors into the 
sport has made it so that a sponsor demands to 
get exposure in the form of a fill-in rider. 

The list of riders that have benefitted from a 
‘shot’ on a factory team in the last few years is 
long and this is a win/win for the teams, racers 
themselves and fans. Guys like Cole Seely of the 
Troy Lee Designs team gets a chance on injured 
Trey Canard’s Honda CRF450R and promptly 
holeshots and leads seven laps in Atlanta. Seely 
went from a similar situation last year to the next 
race in his actual class at Seattle and decimated 
the competition. 


No doubt the experience as a fill-in helped him in 
the confidence department. 

Canard himself was a substitute at Honda for 
Andrew Short and used his opportunity to show 
that he could compete at the highest level. Justin 
Barcia last summer was a fill-in and proved to 
everyone that he’s one of the ‘next’ ones. The fact 
that teams used to abstain from the paddock now 
seems like an archaic approach but maybe it has 
something to do with the constant flow of tal¬ 
ent now and the availability of capable ‘replace¬ 
ments’. 

The sponsors win in the form of a bike on the 
track and media exposure and the rider himself 
gets a look at a top bike with a top team and 
can use it to propel himself to the next level and 
the finally, the fans win because they get to see 
new names thrown into the mix. Who would have 
thought this didn’t happen until recently? 



VIDEO 
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THE ADDED BENEFITS OF A KIDNEY BELT. IT ALSO OFFERS PERFECT INTEGRATION WITH ANY 


LEATT® NECK BRACE, GIVING YOU THE EDGE TO GET ON TOP! 


DESIGNED TO FIT PERFECTLY WITH ANY LEATT-BRACE® 
SHOULDER AND ELBOW CE APPROVAL TO EN 1621-1 
BACK APPROVED TO EN 1621-2, LEVEL 2 
FRONT CE APPROVED TO prEN 1621-3 LEVEL 2 
SAS-TEC IMPACT ABSORBING MATERIAL IN PROTECTORS 
BRACEON STRAP HOLDS NECK BRACE TO BODY PROTECTOR 
YET ALLOWS INDEPENDANT MOVEMENT 


• COOL, COMFORTABLE AND BREATHABLE MESH 

• ZIP OFF SLEEVES 

• WORN UNDER SHIRT 

• THREE SIZES THAT FIT RIDERS APPROX. 40- 110KG 
(90-240 POUNDS) AND 160 TO 196CM (5’ 3" TO 6’ 5" FT) TALL 
















Feature 
















MX World Champion. American ‘import’. Motocross of Nations mastermind. 
Inspiration. Mentor. Instigator. Honda reviver. Suzuki Legend. KTM US Chief. 
The Man... 
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On how working with KTM allowed him to be 
close to the source... 

I had this with Honda in the early 80s. We 
worked directly with Honda R&D and then HRC 
came about. For about seven years we had a 
very close relationship with the engineering 
side and then Honda changed their system and 
in the U.S. racing had to go through sales and 
marketing and it became more complicated. 
There were many steps in between. With Su¬ 
zuki there were also many steps and meetings 
and it took a long time but finally we were able 
to deal directly with the engineers and for six 
years it was awesome. 

The economy went bad and cutbacks were 
made...along with some erratic decisions. It 
became very frustrating. 

The big difference [compared to KTM] is that 
the Japanese - especially in recent years - 
take a lot of time to make decisions and eve¬ 
rything has to be on a consensus basis. When 
I first had communication with KTM it was 
through Pit [Beirer, Head of KTM Motorsports] 
and he is very direct and ‘black-and-white’. 

I liked that. It meant we didn’t waste time. 
Sometimes he can be quite blunt! But the way 
he is made it possible for me to work with him. 
If the deal had gone ‘back-and-forth’ with KTM 
then I wouldn’t be here. 

I was a little bit scared when I made the deci¬ 
sion. I felt that we had a very good story to¬ 
gether with Suzuki in that I raced for them and 
were able to bring the team back to a number 
one position. I couldn’t understand why they 
would throw that all away as well as the rela¬ 
tionship we had with all the sponsors of the 
team. I was really frustrated but there are a 
lot of good people at Suzuki that I had worked 
with for a long time who were very supportive 
of the way we did things. It was hard to leave 
those people but unfortunately some of the 
upper management have no clue what they are 
doing. 


After we made the decision, things came 
together and Pit was a big supporter. After I 
visited the factory it felt really good and it was 
clear they wanted to move forward. They did 
not want to waste time. Of course if I asked 
for something big then I had to give an expla¬ 
nation but I felt they had common sense and 
that was refreshing; not having to go through 
a series of meetings every time you want to 
discuss something. 

On the implications of Ryan Dungey taking 
that first historic SX win for the 450SX-F at 
round two in Phoenix in January (and clocking 
up seven podiums from nine so far)... 

I felt before the season that we had the ingre¬ 
dients to win. I knew Ryan could win, I thought 
the bike could win and that we had the techni¬ 
cal team behind us to give the right support. I 
didn’t feel that we had a handicap to any other 
team out there. The win doesn’t mean that we 
will do it every week, for sure that won’t hap¬ 
pen because this championship is so competi¬ 
tive and I respect the opposition. I do feel we 
have equal chance. Phoenix felt really good. 

It was big. It was maybe my biggest as a non¬ 
rider. When we won the Des Nations for the 
first time with American team [1981] that was 
a big feeling for me also. That was huge, but 
this time it was more of a technical victory and 
a team management success. 

On the changes he wanted to bring to KTM’s 
U.S. project... 

I wanted a place that has the set-up that we 
needed but I think the biggest thing was the 
continuous exchange with the key people for 
production in Austria; the engine guy, the 
chassis people, the suspension...we commu¬ 
nicated with each person for each area and re¬ 
sponsibility. If we had a problem or wanted to 
change something then we had direct contact 
for someone for pretty much the whole bike. 



























“f never thought I would work 
with KTM but the people at 
the top are much more open.” 


In order to be able to race this new 450SX-F 
we had to put it into production also and that’s 
much tougher than building a one-off. We have 
to put 400 bikes in the dealership by June 1st 
and that’s a big job. When we started this pro¬ 
ject I wanted to have all the production people 
from KTM onboard also and that has worked 
very well. 

On witnessing - and now being a part of - the 
KTM story through the years... 

They make a bike for every taste and I like they 
have several two-strokes as well because there 
is still a following for those. KTM were the 
first to put out an electric start and have been 
doing it for a few years now. I think there are 
many areas in which they are on top but you 
can always get better and improve. You can 
never have everything perfect. KTM are work¬ 
ing hard on making a good quality product and 
I think this 450 that will be in the dealers soon 
is as good a 450 as you can buy. I don’t think 
you can buy a model that is as close to a race 
bike as this one. 

On the challenge with 250 riders Ken Roczen 
and Marvin Musquin now that his partnership 


with Ryan Dungey is already reaping divi¬ 
dends in its second chapter after the Suzuki 
years... 

Both our 250 guys are cool and very different; 
a French and German! Their personalities are 
different but they are both fun to work with. 
Marvin is not as open as Ken and because of 
his injuries last year he was not able to race or 
test much so I was not able to get to know him 
really well. In the last couple of months I have 
got to know him much more and he is a really 
cool guy with a lot of technique on the bike. 

If he can put it together on race day then the 
results will show for sure. Ken is just a fantas¬ 
tic personality. I’ve never come across a sev¬ 
enteen year old like him because he is so fun 
to have around and it seems nothing is ever a 
problem. 

On getting Ken Roczen on KTM same year 
that he went there¬ 
with Ken, I had a relationship with him already 
for several years because he rode for Suzuki. 
Ken ended up at KTM mainly because Suzuki 
did not keep their promise. We made a vow 
that when he came to the US he would be on 
the Suzuki factory team. Then at the end of 
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2010 when it was time to start making the final 
plans, they told me that they didn’t want him 
in the factory team and that they were going 
to put him in a satellite team. At that time, Bill 
Keefe was running our satellite team, and Bill 
was doing a good job. It wasn’t that Ken did 
not respect Bill but he didn’t know him and we 
promised him that he would be on the main 
team. And that’s one of the reasons that I did 
not re-sign, that and the fact that they offered 
me a ten-month contract. That’s ridiculous. 
Then Ken took it up on his own to talk to Pit 
in Europe but I stayed out of that because I 
have a lot of respect for Sylvain Geboers, who 
runs the Suzuki team in Europe. He has always 
been completely straight with me and he’s a 
really good guy. He does good work. I did not 
want to take him away from Sylvain. 

On the 350SX-F project and a false-start in 
the USA... 

The 350 was a project that was already going 
in Europe when I got here. I had my reserva¬ 
tions about it but [Antonio] Cairoli is pretty 
impressive with it. I think the 350’s a good 
bike. It’s a lot of fun to ride, and for a lot of 
riding it’s probably the best bike but for the 


very top guys in supercross, where you have 
sometimes only a couple feet to react and 
jump something or clear something, you can¬ 
not make the torque with the 350 that you can 
make with the 450. You can make just about 
as much power as the 450 but you have to do 
it by increasing the RPM and that means less 
traction. I think the 350 has more potential 
than what we showed during 2011. You need a 
guy that comes up from the 250 class, I think, 
to do really good on it. 

On how the new role in orange has reinvigor¬ 
ated a 68 year lifetime based around moto- 
cross... 

I still had the passion before coming to KTM 
but it definitely gives it a boost. It was a new 
challenge and those are fun and allow you to 
‘do’ more. I never thought I would work with 
KTM. Like I said I was a bit worried in the 
beginning but the people at the top are much 
more open than a Japanese company. Mr 
Pierer [KTM CEO] is an enthusiast, Pit, Rob¬ 
ert, all those guys are always watching from 
Europe and its fun to see the involvement and 
eagerness. 




Feature 
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DC SHOES 


BOOTING UP... 

WHY DC SHOES ARE FIRMLY STAMPING THEIR FEET 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer/www.yamaha-racing.com 


Shoes is one of the most visible 
footwear and leisurewear brands in 
American motocross with an increasing global 
spread and in 2013 will celebrate twenty years 
since its foundation by Damon Way and ex¬ 
treme rally star Ken Block. DC Shoes origi¬ 
nated from Droors Clothing jeans label in the 
early nineties and went on to reach a promi¬ 
nent position in the action and extreme sports 
sector eventually coming under the control of 
surfwear firm Quiksilver in 2004, a move that 
took the brand to a higher and wider level of 
consciousness. 

On a swift visit to the company’s relatively new 
- and impressively modern and open - head¬ 
quarters in Huntington Beach in California we 
were given a tour by Jonathan Demortier who 


heads up DC’s International Liaison between 
Europe and the USA. 

First we resisted the temptation to roll up in 
Block’s parking place outside the main build¬ 
ing (just in case the Gymkhana star wanted 
to slide in later) and then had a walk around 
the airy circular atrium where design concepts 
line the walls, interspersed with inspirational 
slogans and trainer samples fill shelves and 
racks. 

Understandably our cameras were off limits 
around certain areas but the glimpse into the 
creative and administrative working process of 
a company that prides itself on image was cu¬ 
rious to say the least. We also learned a little 
bit more about DC Shoes’ status and priority 
for motorsports... 





Feature 
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On how motorsports fits into primarily a BMX 
and Skate brand... 

Motorsports has been part of the DC DNA for 
over 15 years. This started with the sponsor¬ 
ship of iconic motocross athletes like Jimmy 
Button, Jeremy McGrath and Jeff Emig, and 
has grown into rally. We will continue to put 
energy into motorsports in years to come. Cur¬ 
rently, we are focused on moto (freestyle and 
motocross) and rally and don’t have plans to 
pursue other motorsports. There is a lot we 
can do in moto and rally and until we maxi¬ 
mize the opportunity, looking at new sports 
would dilute what we are currently doing. 

Our position in action sports is to be the most 
sought-after skate-driven action sports compa¬ 
ny. ‘Action sports’ encompasses many sports 
and we will use skate to drive our other key 
categories: Snowboarding, Surf, Moto, BMX 
and Rally. The redesign of DC’s skate program 
and our moto activation in Supercross are two 
prime examples of how our marketing strategy 
has successfully increased our presence in ac¬ 
tion sports. 

On how Block, his stunt rallying, profile and 
activities - Gymkhana related clips have ac¬ 
cumulated more than 100 millions views on 
Youtube - have augmented his company... 

It definitely helps to have a figure like Ken rep¬ 
resent and promote DC. The Gymkhana series 
really shows how much of a reach an athlete/ 
ambassador can have. It’s a great way for DC 
to extend its fan base. Doing it through one of 
the brand’s co-founders really makes it better. 
Ken is well known as a DC athlete/ambassador 
but also holds an active role in the company as 
Chief Brand Officer. 


How DC changed in the wake of the deal with 
Quiksilver... 

After the acquisition by Quiksilver, DC worked 
independently from Quik corporate at an off¬ 
site office. In 2011, DC moved into the corpo¬ 
rate headquarters in Huntington Beach and 
we have integrated many shared services to 
be more efficient and streamlined as a corpo¬ 
ration. In Europe, DC also moved in to Quik 
headquarters in St Jean de Luz, France. Our 
ideals, strategy and goals remain unchanged. 

What’s going on with DC now? 

DC HQ in Huntington counts on a little over 
200 employees (currently 215 on the books). 
We work closely with subsidiaries in Europe 
and in the Asia-Pacific region. The company 
is definitely growing internationally. We just 
opened new DC offices in Shanghai, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Thailand to name a few. 
European teams have also been growing with 
the addition of members in product, design, 
and marketing teams. We are also working on 
developing our Brand in the Middle East (India, 
Arabic Emirates...) 

How has the new workspace made an impact? 

We have created a hub where corporate collab¬ 
oration is easier and encouraged. As a compa¬ 
ny (Quik Inc.) we are progressing as a corpora¬ 
tion, rather than as 3-4 separate brands. There 
are economies of scale that we are capitalizing 
on, which enables all groups to share knowl¬ 
edge and best practices. 
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SEMIGORJE ENTERS 
INTERNATIONAL STAGE 


T he site of the 2012 Grand Prix of Russia 
entered international consciousness last 
week when it hosted the 12 FIM Snowcross 
World Championship, won by America’s Tucker 
Hibbert. 

Factory Honda rider Evgeny Bobryshev was 
in attendance at the event that was situated 
on the Semigorje leisure complex and on 
July 22nd will welcome motocross fans for 
what will be round eleven of the FIM series. 

To draw any assimilation with how the Grand 
Prix could look was largely pointless thanks 
to temperatures that touched -10 and the vast 
banks of snow (deepened by a near blizzard on 
the SnowX raceday itself). Although the track 
itself will be constructed once the seasons 
shift and the climate changes there were a few 


telling signs and pieces of information passed 
through from the Youthstream-organised meet¬ 
ing. 

It seems the 450km distance from Moscow 
feels suitably lengthy and there were reports 
of a nine-hour transfer; the time elongated due 
to the weather. In spite of the trek the crowd 
numbers in severe conditions were encourag¬ 
ing (Youthstream quoted 12,000) and there 
was also a hefty interest from local and na¬ 
tional press with SnowX stars like Hibbert (a 
multi X Games medal winner and national U.S. 
Champion) under siege for media requests. 
Observers also commented on the beauty of 
the area on the banks of the Volga and the 
proximity of hotels and amenities that debunk 
any thoughts of remoteness applied to the pre¬ 
viously unheard-of Semigorje. 


FRESH WEBSITE JOY FOR 
ENDURO FANS 


A s this stage in OTOR’s life cycle we’re not 
quite ready to start venturing into Super¬ 
bike, Trial or Enduro coverage but that’s no 
reason to completely ignore other motorcycle 
racing disciplines. In this case the launch of a 
new website www.enduro21.com is a very wor¬ 
thy mention for two reasons. Firstly, it is the 
product of popular Enduro media ‘all-rounder’ 
and part-time entrepreneur (he runs the Brit¬ 
ish Sprint series) Jonty Edmonds, which 
means quality material direct from the source 
and the kind of insider scope that OTOR loves. 
Second is the fact that Enduro has long been 
overlooked as the slower and less glamorous 
cousin of motocross when in actual fact it is 
probably the most accessible and appreci¬ 
ated form of off-road riding in existence. The 
fact that the sport and past time has lacked a 


formidable online reference up until this week 
seems quite unfathomable and Enduro21.com 
has risen to plug a gap. “I’ve long believed that 
there is a considerable amount of interest in 
enduro sport, and with enduro21.com we hope 
to not only present enduro sport in a profes¬ 
sional and interesting way but to also to try 
and reach out to a wider audience - those that 
might not have been aware of what the inter¬ 
national enduro scene has to offer,” says Ed¬ 
monds. “Enduro is very much an all-inclusive 
‘everyman sport’; one that can be enjoyed at 
grass roots level, while also having an exciting 
national and international sporting structure. 
The fact that lightly modified machinery can, 
in the right hands, win at the highest level is 
a great leveller. I believe it’s one of the purest 
forms of motorsport.” 




TECH 8 STILL AIMING FOR 
TOP SLOT WITH ‘LIGHT 


A lpinestars pinged an email into the 
Inbox this week highlighting the 2012 
Tech 8 Light motocross boot. 

The iconic shape and design of this model 
is something that has been around on the 
motocross and supercross circuit for an age 
it seems (more than ten years) and with the 
Tech 10 currently the footwear of choice for 
today’s stars the flexible Tech 8 must be 
doggedly hanging around in the sales charts 
to enjoy this makeover. 



Presented last year the ‘Light’ shaves 15% 
of weight thanks to a vastly modified inner 
bootie and some of the outer shell materi¬ 
als. OTOR uses the Tech 10 and also the 
Tech 8 (2009 version) and the features of 
this fresh model catch the eye: redesigned 
aluminum buckles, lower profile on the toe, 
altered material on the upper, new ergonom¬ 
ics around the ankle so no period of having 
to ‘break in’ the boot. 

With Alpinestars’ pedigree and technology 
behind the product there is little doubt¬ 
ing the performance. Therefore the Tech 8 
Lights are likely to set you back around 400 
euros or £340. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 




COUNTING HOURS & WORDS... 

By Adam Wheeler 



I ’ve been feeling a bit guilty over the past month. 

Compared to our AMA media brethren it seems 
the European motocross press corps have had a 
relatively easy time of it. The Supercross series 
is working its way across North America and has 
been for the past nine weeks. Grand Prix moto¬ 
cross stars are only just shaking off the first effects 
of arm-pump and this pause before the gate drops 
for real is a valuable time for building up the 12 
campaign. 

As a writer, reliance on the internet has been 
paramount for the past fortnight and for the vari¬ 
ous MX meetings dotted around the continent. 
Thankfully it seems even the smallest promoters 
of national and international events are realising 
the benefits of a basic press service. One person at 
the race with a computer, social network accounts 
and a connection to the web can keep the rest of 
us informed; meaning results, words and photo¬ 
graphs from the depths of Italy, Holland, Belgium, 
Germany, France or the UK can arguably reach a 
wider audience than people at the actual track. 

The increasing flood of classifications is the best 
teaser for the hesitant Grand Prix season. 

It is around this time of year that stories become 
a little easier to come by. You still find yourself 
interviewing and talking to the same faces but the 
questions can vary slightly and depending on the 
new circumstances surrounding a team, rider or 
company you might be able to get answers and 
views beyond the usual stance of cagey optimism. 
Racers have been training, working, exercising, 
testing, trying to avoid illness and beginning to 
engage in the two activities that will soon take up 
most of their time when not on the bike; namely 
travelling and press work. 


Part of the latter responsibility involves setting 
aside several days for pricey official photo shoots 
where everybody tries to present their racing 
efforts in a different, sometimes creative, light. 
Manufacturers and companies invest in a range 
of imagery that they hope will portray their stars 
and machinery in the best and most playful way 
while praying at the same time that it takes place 
against a backdrop of ‘Californian blue’. In my 
years of experience of being at these shoots at 
the tail end of winter, having the perfect sky was a 
rare occurrence indeed but the value of the photos 
is immense for that alternative perspective away 
from the pressure of a Grand Prix and for loose 
concepts that might be too time-consuming during 
the racing calendar. 

So while lenses, dictaphones, mobile phones and 
Skype connections are being kept busy in this firm 
rundown to April 9th and the Grand Prix of Hol¬ 
land (and the weeks are sure to vanish before the 
pre-GP nerves become tangible once through the 
gate a Valkenswaard) this spell of excited activity 
is an enjoyable - if not always easy - annual ritual. 


^Incidentally as various news and information 
emerges over the strength and depth of motor- 
sports TV coverage this year (see Matt’s news 
piece on the BBC’s work with MotoGP and the ad¬ 
verts surrounding the presentation Sky Sports will 
bring to FI reveal what could be a new era of qual¬ 
ity broadcasting for the series) maybe a company 
would do well to hire the superb commentary duo 
highlighted in the clip below. It is worth watching 
until the last line... 







MotoG P irta MotoGP TEST 2012 
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SEPANG ■ FEB 29th-MARCH 2nd 

MotoGP fastest time: 

Day One: Casey Stoner, Honda 
Day Two: Ben Spies, Yamaha 
^0)^p^sey Stoner, Honda 


BEST FOOT 
FORWARD 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by www.yamahamotogp.com, 

Honda Pro Images Ducati Corse Press, Milagro/Monster Energy 



T he last (and only) time I was in Malaysia 
for a pre-season test I was sat in one of the 
small office areas behind the pit garages and a 
Japanese Yamaha technician was shaking his 
head after being told of the oncoming ominous 
forecast. “Sepang,” he sighed, “always rain.” 

The sometime-instable climate at the circuit 
40-50km south of Kuala Lumpur clouded the 
second MotoGP test of 2012 last week and the 
subsequent disruption was one of several in¬ 
cidents that caused headaches over the three 
days. Honda decided to sit out day two with 
a mysterious engine fault on Dani Pedrosa’s 
RC213V, a slippery track allowed some wet 
weather planning and saw Ben Spies (later a 
‘crashee’) top the second outing and Ducati 
- sadly for the neutrals - left perplexed after 
what seemed like a test in which they merely 
trod water...in more ways than one. 

As expected the work undertaken by the teams 
was mostly a progressive step from what they 
managed one month earlier. Stoner - fastest 
on two of the three days - experimented with 
fuel management, Pedrosa on removal of his 
chatter problem, Lorenzo and Spies on elec¬ 
tronics, chassis and tyre development with 
Yamaha looking formidable with the Ml 1000 
as Crutchlow and Dovizioso were also quick 
and slotted into top five positions. Riders such 
as Alvaro Bautista, Stefan Bradl and Hector 
Barbera gained more mileage and (despond¬ 
ently for fans of the marque) classified ahead 
of Ducati duo Valentino Rossi (10th) and Nicky 
Hayden (11th) on the final day. 

One factor that will be interesting at Jerez for 
the next outing this month will be the attention 
the teams and factories give to Bridgestone 
and the behaviour of the new tyres with the 
lOOOcc bike. Lorenzo hinted at the job ahead: 
“This afternoon was one of the hardest race 
simulations of my career because the 1000 
is more tiring to ride and the rear tyre seems 
to drop a lot after three or four laps,” he said 
post-last session at Sepang, a circuit that 
won’t be revisited by MotoGP now until Octo¬ 
ber and round sixteen of eighteen. 



The faces tell a 
Malaysia wasn’t the best 
outing for Ducati but there 
is still time before Qatar 












VIDEO 


Watch Dovi at Sepang 


Dovisiozo gets quicker and quicker on 
the Ml as he faces his eleventh world 
championship season for the first time 
with a machine that isn’t a Honda... 









...”so what happened to my 
engine again?” Pedrosa was 
one of the Honda crew that was 
forced to sit out a day of the test 
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Bautista is working hard to start a 


new era for the Italians... 










NEWS 



TRIAUNG TIMES FOR 
REPSOL & MARQUEZ 


R epsol made a glitzy presentation of their 
MotoGP, Moto2 and Moto3 teams ahead of 
the Spanish X-Trial in Madrid on Sunday night, 
with Casey Stoner and Dani Pedrosa playing 
reluctant roles in a bizarre show. 

As free runners that looked spookily like the 
diminutive team-mates vaulted and somer¬ 
saulted their way around the indoor course, 
the Spaniard entered the arena as the passen¬ 
ger in a classic race car before the Australian 
was magically revealed straddling his Honda 
RC213V inside a giant glass box, like a modern 
day David Blaine. Whilst Stoner’s entrance may 
have been cleverly disguised, watching Pedro¬ 
sa’s indifference to the farce certainly was not. 


Proudly rolling out their prized MotoGP asset 
in a glass box provided something of a smoke¬ 
screen to Repsol’s biggest concern right now, 
which is that their star of the future remains 
wrapped in cotton wool. Marc Marquez has 
yet to turn a wheel in anger he continues to 
recover from eye injuries sustained in a prac¬ 
tice crash at Sepang last October and a subse¬ 
quent operation in January. 

Marquez has made a habit of Houdini acts in 
the smaller classes but with just one month 
remaining until the first race of the season and 
the youngster yet to confirm his participation 
in it, his fans and his giant main sponsor will 
be hoping that has been saving his best trick 
for last. 



Honda Pro Images 







BBC TO GO HD WITH 
MOTOGP COVERAGE? 


W hilst the MotoGP teams were getting 
somewhere close to putting the final 
touches on their 2012 winter testing programme 
in Sepang last week, the BBC crew were down 
in London making our own pre-season prepara¬ 
tions. In general the feedback from the public 
last season, and from those who matter at the 
BBC, was very good but we know we can make 
it a lot better and with a little help from you 
guys we think we know how. 

When I asked my followers on Twitter how they 
would like to see our coverage improve this year 
the overwhelming response was for us to broad¬ 
cast in HD. Basically, unless a programme is 
already shown on BBC1 (we are on BBC2) then 
the extra cost of broadcasting on the BBCHD 
channel has to come out of that programme’s 
budget and last year we didn’t want to com¬ 
promise other areas of our show just for this. 
However, knowing how keen our viewers are to 


see MotoGP in HD we are working extra hard 
to make it happen this time (even though the 
budget will be further stretched by additional 
make-up costs for Steve and Charlie!). 

2011 was our first working with an independent 
production company in Century TV, having pre¬ 
viously been produced 'in house’ by the BBC. 
For the guys at Century it was an important 
year to figure exactly out how MotoGP works 
on a logistical level, in broadcasting terms, and 
this season we will be in a much better position 
to concentrate on programme content rather 
than technical matters, which can be a restric¬ 
tive factor on any outside broadcast. 

There are some really creative minds on the 
production staff at Century and between them, 
Azi, Steve, Charlie and myself we have a few 
interesting new ideas that should bring extra 
entertainment and energy to our race build-up. 





For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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SEASON OF RECKONING...? 



By Matthew Roberts 

W ith just three days of pre-season test¬ 
ing remaining before the 2012 campaign 
fires into life at Qatar, the outlook is bleak for 
Valentino Rossi and his legions of fans around 
the world. Tenth place on the unofficial time 
sheets after six days in total at Sepang hardly 
represents the green shoots of recovery from 
Ducati with their radical new Desmosedici 
GP12 but worse than that was Rossi’s dejected 
demeanour in the press debrief. 

“It’s quite negative,” he ruefully reflected. “Es¬ 
pecially because the position is worse than the 
first test. We are not happy. Except the elec¬ 
tronics we tried to fix some other problems 
in acceleration so we are behind and now we 
have to work.” 

Word from the journalists present at the test 
(I was not amongst them) is that the dreaded 
understeer, lack of corner speed and instabil¬ 
ity on corner entry that plagued the GP11 look 
to be hereditary conditions passed on to the 
GP12, despite the Italian factory having broken 
with tradition to build a traditional twin spar 
aluminium frame. 

With just five weeks to go until the start of 
the new season and with Honda and Yamaha 
steaming ahead with development of their new 
lOOOcc machines Rossi and his loyal fans are 
faced with the very real prospect of another 
barren term for the Italian legend, whose six¬ 
teenth year of Grand Prix competition in 2011 
proved to be his first without a victory. Out of 
contract at the end of this campaign, his op¬ 
tions of ever winning a race again currently 
look equally remote having burnt his bridges 


at HRC whilst the ones at Yamaha caught fire 
behind him. 

I mentioned in my last column how Twitter 
had revolutionised the way we can follow test¬ 
ing and get a feel for the riders’ true feelings. 
Coincidentally the very same day that we ‘went 
to press’ Valentino himself tweeted in response 
to a stat put out by HRC regarding Stoner’s win 
record since the start of 2006 in relation to 
Rossi’s (33 wins in 100 starts compared to 26 
in 101). 

“eh eh, very easy compare the numbers be¬ 
tween me and Stoner from 2006, when I won 
already 5 champs and 53 races mgp” respond¬ 
ed @ValeYellow46. “More real compare the 
first 5 season of me with the first 5 of Stoner.” 

...worse was Rossi’s 
dejected demeanour 
in the media debrief... 

It was a telling sign that the stats matter to a 
rider who is rightly, in my opinion, regarded by 
millions as the greatest of all time. However, as 
the sport moves into a new era that title will no 
doubt become disputed once more and when 
the internet forum and bar room discussions 
eventually turn back to the cold hard figures, 
the 2012 season will have done little to boost 
the arguments of the Rossifumi faithful. 

*Stoner is now also on Twitter @Official_CS27 






UENS MAGIC...(PART ONE: 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by Sebas Romero 


A vital part of OTOR’s make-up is the fantastic visual spreads you 
can see through the pages before you. In part-dedication part- 
exploration of how we are able to enjoy motorcycles, motorcycling 
and racing through a skilled and enjoyable medium we grabbed 
some time with two distinguished operators in the field... 











irst up in this issue is Sebas Romero. 

The Uruguayan is perhaps not your ‘typical’ 
photographer or creative when it comes to the 
often straight-laced motorcycle industry but 
he has applied his vision to product launches, 
tests and numerous features and has been able 
to standout for his application of an absorbing 
‘different take’. 

The Barcelona-based photographer explains 
below some of the reasoning and philosophy 
behind his work and a back catalogue of work 
that involves a healthy industry client list of the 
likes of Red Bull, KTM, GAS GAS, Alesport, Fox, 
Rockstar, O’Neal and Monster Energy... 


I personally think that each professional has a 
specific technique that characterizes his work. 

It is his signature, his mark. He or she has a 
cultural background that gives meaning to this 
technique. All this provides a strong personal 
look to the end result. I do not think there are 
new ways of photographing bikes; what comes 
out is just a personal view that knows no spe¬ 
cific order. It is often the picture that is looking 
for you first. 

I think good work comes without friction. It’s 
the picture itself that wants you to mount four 
flashes in the middle of a corner or pushes 
you in a car to lOOkph to get that ‘camera 
car style’ that you dreamed of all winter. Cur¬ 
rently a quarter of my work is based around 
motorbikes. Another quarter is about bicycles 
and outdoor sports... I then do many portraits: 
fashion and lifestyle. I love working with peo¬ 
ple and trying to break the barrier and show¬ 



ing - through their eyes - who is in front of my 
18mm. Finally the rest of my time involves talk¬ 
ing to customers, responding to proposals and 
trying to manage my business to pay the least 
amount of ‘cocaine and prostitutes’ to politi¬ 
cians who want the rob the little we gain from 
our work! 

I think a photographer can be bad, average or 
good with or without lights, with or without 
a great team or production elements. It is a 

profession like any other so there are good and 
bad operators out there. Personally for most of 
my professional life I’ve shot with low-end and 
second-hand cameras. 

I never had money for a great team and maybe 
that has given me time to reflect more about 
the composition or the optimization of mate¬ 
rial at my disposal or the environment. I’ve 
won several prizes shooting with a 100 euro 
camera. 














",Each picture is a final judgement between your index finger 
and the button. Where the subject of the photograph is the 
‘defendant’ and the public who enjoy the photo are the ‘jury’ 
that convict or save him.” 








I take photography very seriously. A picture 
provides a great responsibility to always freeze 
a moment in which someone or something is 
the protagonist. It is something very intimate 
that becomes public and few things compare 
to this. So it’s best to stop thinking of 'buying 
nonsense’ and focus on what really matters, 
making the rider, model or person not seem 
ridiculous for eternity! 

On post-production I don’t have much to say. I 

try to get it right when I’m on the job and then 
through the lightroom and Photoshop use it to 
remove dust spots and the like. I also believe 
that the better the picture is out of the camera 
then the less you need to work on your com¬ 
puter. I’d rather be on the road, the mountain 
or in the city or wherever I can touch and feel 
what I’m photographing than stuck behind a 
screen. 

Obviously when photographing motorcycles 
you face the challenge of capturing the speed 

without losing the detail of the technology, 


the aesthetics of the bike and the environ¬ 
ment it is in. Fortunately (and unfortunately!) 
my clients are very demanding, build beautiful 
and powerful motorcycles, often take me to 
special places and want to shoot on a barren 
road where we must get the shot and then will 
never return! This forces me to give everything 
I can to make the pictures clear, consistent and 
powerful...in a way reflecting the spirit of those 
who love motorcycles and speed. Naturally 
when you are photographing moving objects 
you need to master various techniques and 
lighting but when photographing people also 
need to know to treat them, break down barri¬ 
ers and create that intimate moment. 

I usually carry standard equipment.. .Nikon 

cameras, Sigma lenses, radios, three 400W 
studio strobes, two SB900 (if not stolen at the 
airport) large flashes, and my Macbook. I think 
with this set-up you are ready to tackle almost 
anything that moves on a road. If the service 
is good you will notice when the customer will 
call back or not! 



For a long time I was a pretty antisocial and 
shy guy hence my love of reading, music and 
design. I spent days looking at magazines or 
drawing. One day I decided to start taking 
pictures of my small crew and we spent many 
hours walking around the city grinding railings 
and edges with our skates. Skate magazines 
of that era and punk rock marked my visual 
conception of the world, gave me moral values 
and political ideas that have never changed 
and every day I feel fortunate to be an outsider 
or a misfit. For almost 20 years I have been 
involved in artistic projects, books, videos, 
and imagery and marketing in general ... in 
the midst of all this I went to University and 
it totally enlightened my life. It made me very 
clear who I should not be, about the absurdity 


of the system and there was plenty of food for 
thought. All discussions were focused on quan¬ 
tifying knowledge without thinking about the 
quality of ideas. The high grades were given to 
those who spent hours building and concreting 
ideas without debate. I did well to get out of 
there when I could. 

My clients are quite varied. I work for various 
magazines in Spain as a senior photographer 
and contribute to many others from Europe, 
USA, UK, South America and Asia. I have 
clients in the world of fashion and ‘motor’ and 
it’s great to have such diversity. You mentioned 
a couple but there are others like: Orbea, Mon- 
draler, BH, Freerider Mag, Spoke, SystemAc- 
tion, Lurbel, Polar, Where is the Limit, Mag41, 
Stem... 






Like many other professions the crisis is hit¬ 
ting this sector hard and you have to realise 
that marketing is one of the first things that 
gets cut when a company is losing money so 
that directly affects the hiring of photogra¬ 
phers. Anyway I see the crisis as an opportu¬ 
nity to try to be better every day. It is an excel¬ 
lent opportunity to present and defend ideas. 
Before, when people had money, they hired 
without thinking, not listening and not under¬ 
standing...today clients are open to hearing 
and seeing what you offer and discussing with 

www.sebasromero.tumblr.com 

www.facebook.com/sebas.romero.photographer 


you all the details of a production. If you are 
a person who believes in their work and has 
nothing to hide then this can be a benefit. I 
feel I am lucky to be in demand but you must 
be positive and know where you stand at all 
times. Everything changes eventually. Be pro¬ 
active, be prepared for anything, be capable of 
improvisation, listening and not listening. Don’t 
be angry with clients, always respect them and 
give your best every day... things that I guess 
you should do both within and outside of a 
working life anyway. 
















‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 


Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 



